Waste Reduction Week in Canada

PowerPoint Script
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Explain to the students that they are going to see a PowerPoint presentation about waste reduction.
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What is Garbage?

Ask the students to provide their definition of what garbage is.  

· Commonly, garbage is the stuff we throw away. 

Ask the class to provide examples of other names used to describe garbage. 

· Garbage is also known as (A.K.A) rubbish, waste, trash and refuse. 
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What’s in Our Garbage?

Have the class brainstorm the types of items that are typically found in the garbage. 

Go through each item as it appears on the screen. (You will have to hit a button to make each item appear on the screen).

Banana – food scrapes, or organic material

Chair – furniture, or bulky items

Clothes – textiles

T.V – electronic items or e-waste

Glass bottle – glass items (window glass, glass dishes etc.)

Tires –rubber products

Tin Can – metal items

Paint Cans – household hazardous waste

Newspaper – paper products (cardboard, office paper etc.)
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How Much Do We Create?

Ask the class to give their ideas on how much garbage each person creates each day (kg or lbs) 

· On average, each person generates approximately 2.7 kg (or 5.95lbs) of garbage each day

· Together, Canadians produce more than 31 million tonnes of garbage each year. 

Picture 31 million average family cars piled on top of each other. That is roughly how much garbage Canadians produce each year (It is good to give students an example in order for them to identify with the numbers.)
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Where Does it Go?

Out of sight, out of mind, that is how most people think (or don’t think) of garbage. Ask the students where they think most of the garbage that is picked up at their home ends up.

· Approximately 67% of the million tonnes of garbage Canadians produce ends up in a landfill

Ask the students what a landfill is.

· A landfill is a large area of land or an excavated site that is specifically designed and built to receive garbage.

Ask the class how many landfills there are in Canada

· Canada has over 10,000 landfill sites 
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The Problem

With more and more people producing more and more garbage, we are reducing available landfill space quickly. 

Ask the students what they think happens when a landfill is full? (A new one is built). 

Ask the students whether they think this is a good idea, or whether there is a better way to handle our garbage?
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The Solution

In order to reduce the amount of garbage entering our landfills, we need to start to think of our garbage as a RESOURCE. 

How can we start to think of garbage as a resource? We can start by practicing the 3R’s. Go to next slide
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The 3R’s

Ask the students what the 3R’s are. Tell the class that the triangle represents the 3R Hierarchy and helps determine in which order you apply each R. Ask the students to provide each R in order in which they should appear in the hierarchy.  Go to next slide.
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Reduce

Reduce is the first R in the Hierarchy. Ask the students to give you a definition of what Reduce means (To decrease the amount of garbage we produce in the first place). Reducing the amount of garbage in the first place, is by far the most efficient way of conserving resources and decreasing the amount of garbage going into the landfill, this is why it is at the top of the 3R Hierarchy. It has the most impact in reducing garbage.

Have the students provide some ideas of how they can put this R into practice. Go through each example:

· Reduce paper use by using both sides

· Pack your lunch in reusable containers

· Purchase products with recycled content

· Use cloth bags when shopping
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Reuse

Reusing is the second R in the Hierarchy. Ask the students to provide a definition of what Reuse means (To extend the product by using it again, repairing it, or creating new uses for it). 

Have the students provide some ideas of how they can put the second R into practice. Go through each example:

· Donate clothes, toys and other goods to local charities

· Reuse jars and containers for storage

· Use the coloured comics to wrap gifts

· Purchase durable products that can be repaired and reused
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Recycle

Recycle is the third R in the Hierarchy. Ask the students to provide a definition of what Recycle means (Collecting and reprocessing already manufactured materials into either the same product or something different). 

Have the students provide some ideas of how they can put the third R into practice. Go through the examples:

· Recycle in the garden by composting organics (food scraps)

· At home, use recycling services set up by your municipality

· When shopping consider the material that the item is made from and packaged in. Only purchase materials which can be recycled in your program
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Get Involved!

Go through the examples of how to get involved in reducing garbage. Ask the students to brainstorm activities they can do to reduce garbage at their school. 

Take Home Activity

1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use

How many uses do you get from a ______________?

Objective: To understand and apply the concept of Reuse.

Materials:

· 1 common household recyclable item (i.e. glass jar, tin can, plastic bag, old CD)

·  Copy of the 1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use flow chart
Instructions: Each student will use a common household recyclable item and identify how many ways it can be reused prior to being disposed of as garbage or recycled. 

Bonus Points: Have the students try to identify what the item could be recycled into. (E.g. a paper bag can be recycled into boxboard used for cereal boxes or tissue boxes)

Procedure:

1. Hand out the 1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use flow chart 

2. Each student chooses a household item to trace the steps either to trash or recycle.

3. Using the blank spaces, provide examples of how the item can be reused before it is trash or recycled.

4. Draw arrows to complete the examples. 

Paper Bag Example:  In the paper bag example, the paper bag is used to carry home food from the grocery store. At this point, the bag could go in the trash, be recycled into something new, or reused. Reusing the paper bag to make a book cover for a math allows the paper bag to be reused once for another purpose before it is recycled or put in the trash. To further extend the life of the paper bag, it could be reused multiple times before it is put in the trash or recycled. The paper bag can be used to carry items to a charity shop, where the charity shop uses it to carry food items to a needy family who then uses it to collect food scraps for composting. The end result is that the paper bag is reused three times after its initial purpose of carrying food home from the grocery store. 

Extension Activity: Have the students post their 1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use Flow charts around the school to show other students how items from home can be reused multiple times. 

1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use

How many times can you reuse a paper bag?
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]




                                     




                 

                         

1 Use, 2 Use, Reuse, New Use

How many times can you reuse a _______________?




                                     



                 


In Class Activity

Reduce Through Reuse

Objective: Students will learn that they can reduce garbage by reusing items for another purpose.

Materials: 
· 5 CDs

· 5 sheets of paper 

Procedure:

1. Divide students into five groups.

2. Provide each group with a sheet of paper and an item.

3. Ask the students to list as many examples they can of how they can reuse the CD (~5-10 minutes).

4. Have a representative from each group share their ideas with the class.

5. Have the class vote on the best ideas for each item.

Used to collect food scraps for composting





Used by charity to send canned goods to a needy family








Helps carry clothes to a charity











New Use








Made into box cover for math book





Boxboard





Another paper bag





New Use





New Use








Helps to carry food home from the store








Grocery Bag - paper





New Use





Composted with food scraps
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